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The Model of Policy change:
The Case of Taiwan’s Legislation Policies (1993~2005)

Wenjong, Juang
Assistant professor, Department of Public Policy and Management, Shih Hsin
University

Abstract

Policy change is an important issue in the field of public policy study. It provides
some information about the development of policies. The transformation of
democracy in Taiwan provides us with a valuable and almost unique opportunity to
study this issue, especially. However, most sudies are focused either on discussion
and construction of concept of policy change or on the single case study of policy
change recently. This empirical study aims at investigating the model of legislation
policy change during 1993 to 2005 in Taiwan. The objects of study are statutory bills
passed by Legislative Yuan. In this study, we discuss the meaning of policy change,
design some indicators to measure it, and describe the life cycle of policies. Although
it is not easy to capture al of the multidimensional and often interactive facets of
policy change by using simple quantitative measures, but by doing so, we can build a
framework which used to measure policy change in long-term. In aword, this
framework is valuable because it allows term-to-term comparison and provides a
long-range recode of legislative performance.

In answering these research questions, we employee three principal methods for
the study: documentary analysis, quantitative analysis, and content analysis. Each of
three methods plays a part in explanation and prediction. A documentary analysis
aims to explore the evolution of policy change theories and to think how to building a
better analytical framework. We can use quantitative analysis to present the model of
policy change objectively. And the content analysis can help us to describe and
explain why the policy changed. This study is useful in discriminating the pattern of
policy change in Taiwan and fining the theory of pubic policy on the one hand, it can
provide a framework and information about legislative behavior for policy researchers
and evaluators on the other hand.

Key words: policy change, policy system, policy analysis, legislation policy, policy
dynamics, policy life cycle.
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