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With a view to response to the challenges of globalization and urbanization, pushing
governmental reforms is necessary. More importantly, townships and cities serve as basic
local authorities and must satisfy resident’ s needs. Basic local governments may be
empowered with governance and autonomy to reframe organizations in townships and
cities.

Faced with the time of change between the old and the new century, Japan’
government has positively pushed municipal merger for promoting the national
competitive competence. The municipal merger’ s experience emphasizing on autonomy
and flexibility are valuable to Taiwan. The experience will be contributed to
township-and-city system reform in Taiwan, ensuring Taiwan" s democratic development,
strengthening local governance and competitive capacity.

Based on these expectation, there are four section are discussed, including (1) historical
review about Taiwan™ s township-and-city systems; (2) the problems and difficulties in
Taiwan" s township-and-city systems; (3) specifying the municipal merger s
characteristics and regulations; (4) comparing the difference between the Taiwan™ s
township-and-city system and the Japan’ s municipal system; (5) strategies for reform of
the township-and-city system in the future. By reforming the structure and function of
township-and-city system, the paper aims to pave the way for a sustainable development in
Taiwan.

Key words: township-and-city system, municipal merger, local government, governance
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