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Abstract

Administrative discretion is defined as “ public administrators’ ability to make
responsible decisions, and “the power of free decision or latitude of choice within
certain legal or political bounds.” The article firstly analyzes the context of
administrative discretion. Then, we discuss the legitimacy of administrative discretion
from two different approaches, named Platonic approach and Aristotelian approach.
Finally, beyond the competing views, we argue that no system of human endeavor can
forego either the use of external controls (accountability) or a reliance on the

internalized restrains imposed by a sense of responsibility,
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